“soNgZ (of love and nature)”

Songs (pertaining to the topics of love and/or nature) by New Zealand composers David Farquhar & Anthony Ritchie, written between 1947 and 2005
Performed by Pepe Becker (soprano) & Emma Sayers (piano)

1.10pm, THURS 4 May 2006, Adam Concert Room, NZSM, Kelburn

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Six Songs of Women No’s 1, 2, 3 (1954-57)

David Farquhar


Young Maid’s Lament – anon., 14th C


Spring and Fall – GM Hopkins


My True Love Hath My Heart – P Sidney

*3 Chinese Songs (1996-97)



Anthony Ritchie
I am the North Pole – poem by Tzu Yeh, 3rd-4th C

I Will Swallow My Tears – poem by T’ang Wan, 12th C


I Saw Your Sigh – anon., Yuan dynasty

Eight Blake Songs No’s 4, 6, 8 (1947-49)

David Farquhar 


Ah, Sun-flower! – poem by William Blake


The Sick Rose - poem by William Blake


The Lilly - poem by William Blake
Milking Before Dawn (1997, arr. 2002) 


Anthony Ritchie

- poem by Ruth Dallas
Smile My Weeping (1989)




David Farquhar


- poem by Raydia d’Elsa

2 Pantoums (2005)





Anthony Ritchie


Bluff Pantoum – poem by Cilla McQueen


Mining Lament – poem by Cilla McQueen

*Four Janet Frame Songs No’s 2 & 3 (2005)

David Farquhar


…A Dying Child – poem by Janet Frame


Had Man No Memory - poem by Janet Frame

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
About the programme…

This concert came about for two reasons: the two composers represented here had both sent music to me last year, in the hope I would enjoy singing their songs (which I certainly do); and we two performers, having been teaching colleagues for some years now, during one of our discussions about the techniques of sight-singing and sight-playing, decided it would be good to sing and play together sometime…We then pored over a plethora of wonderful New Zealand works and soon realised we had far too much music for a lunchtime concert; so we selected these groups of songs which seemed to fit the emerging ‘themes’ of love and nature (both of which are tinged, at times, with aspects of birth / new life and death / loss). 

The songs, by two different composers of different generations (and two different New Zealand islands), seem to sit compatibly alongside each other – perhaps in part due to the evocative strength and beauty of the poetry they employ, some of which is also by New Zealand poets – composers and poets alike reflecting their individual yet uniquely ‘Kiwi’ responses to the environment we live in.

*Two sets of works in the programme receive their premiere performance here: Anthony Ritchie’s 3 Chinese Songs and David Farquhar’s Four Janet Frame Songs (no’s 2 & 3).
I’d like to add a special thanks to Prof. Robert Easting, for help with pronunciation of the Middle English text in David Farquhar’s Young Maid’s Lament.
- Pepe Becker

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

About the composers & their songs…

Anthony Ritchie has composed many songs over the last 25 years, including the song cycle 'Berlin Fragments', and the well known 'He Moemoea' and 'Song' for mezzo soprano. 'Milking at Dawn' started life as part of 'From the Southern Marches', for choir,soloists and orchestra (1997). The setting of Ruth Dallas' poem is a portrayal of southern rural life. '3 Chinese Love Poems' were composed for Anna James on her 21st birthday, and are settings of ancient texts. 'Two Pantoums' were composed in 2005 for Goeknil Meyer-Biner and Tom McGrath, and are settings of recent poems by Cilla McQueen. A pantoum has a 4-line stanza, and repeats lines in the following pattern:

ABCD    BEDF    EGFH    GIHJ  etc

David Farquhar writes…

My first composition (as an 11-year-old) was a song, my oldest works in currency are the 1947 Blake songs, and my latest the Janet Frame settings. Throughout my life the setting of words has been central - in songs, opera and choral music. For me the tensions, symmetries and balances between words and music provide an important extra that purely instrumental music never quite has.
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

About the performers…

Emma Sayers - piano
Emma Sayers was born in Wellington, New Zealand. She studied piano with Judith Clark in New Zealand from age 14, then spent five years at the Ferenc Liszt Academy of Music in Budapest, studying with Rita Wagner. During this time she also worked with Ferenc Rados, Péter Solymos, János Devich (Kodály Quartet) and Hargitai Géza (Bartók Quartet).

Emma has a strong interest in 20th Century and contemporary music. She is a member of New Zealand’s leading new music ensemble – Stroma - and toured with them as part of Chamber Music NZ’s Celebrity Series in 2004.  She has given premiere performances of many compositions by New Zealand and international composers and recorded numerous works by NZ composers.

Emma records for Concert FM and also presents radio programmes from time-to-time. Emma regularly performs chamber music with the Amici Ensemble and other members of the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra. She is an accompanist and lecturer at the New Zealand School of Music.

Pepe Becker  - soprano

Pepe began her musical training in Nelson: as a chorister in the Nelson Cathedral Choir; as a pianist and singer in various school groups; and as an oboist in local orchestras. After completing her BMus (in Composition) at Wellington’s Victoria University in 1987, she travelled to Europe in 1991 to further her studies of Baroque Singing. She trained privately for a year in London with Jessica Cash, then moved to The Netherlands, where she studied for a further year with Marius van Altena at The Hague’s Koninklijk Conservatorium and performed professionally with a number of early music groups. 

Since her return to New Zealand in 1993, Pepe has set up her own vocal consort, Baroque Voices, had three children and become re-established as a versatile and highly sought-after musician in her home country. She continues to perform regularly as a soloist with chamber groups, choirs and orchestras throughout New Zealand; directs, manages and sings in Baroque Voices; composes music; sings in the national chamber choir Tower Voices NZ; teaches piano and singing; and lectures in Musicianship at the NZ School of Music.

An obsessive documenter (never letting a photo opportunity pass by), Pepe also has an avid fascination for things that link the ancient world with the present (astrology, mythology, spirituality, etymology) – hence her interest in both early and contemporary music.
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